Debate on congenital heart disease. Con: early total repair is not always preferable to palliative surgery in congenital heart disease.
While early one-stage repair of congenital heart lesions can now be done with low operative mortality, there are reasons to believe that sometimes a palliative procedure, followed later by complete repair, has some advantages. Some of the drawbacks to early repair such as presumably be abolished as better valves are produced, and better understanding of cardiopulmonary bypass may reduce operative myocardial damage. However, problems related to the very small size of some outflow tracts and pulmonary arteries may not be so easily overcome.